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voice than any that its accredited  representatives
could raise in reply.

Probably the Whigs, who then ruled England,
if they had fallen back from the complete religious
unbelief of Holland House, looked in their hearts
on all additions to pure Deism as so much super-
stition. Publicly they went some length in the
Liberal direction. We have seen ho^v Lord John
Russell made Harnpden a Bishop in spite of a
protest signed by half the episcopate. Palmerston,
as Home Secretary, at a time when cholera was
raging, replied to an application from the Edin-
burgh Presbytery for the appointment of a national
fast by suggesting that appropriate measures of
sanitation would furnish a more efficacious check
to the ravages of the disease; and he subsequently
gave great scandal to the whole Evangelical party
by informing a labourers' meeting that" all children
were born good."*

Party leaders' so scornful of superstition in
general were particularly impatient of superstition
when it appeared under an anti-national form. Lord
John took the opportunity of combining the Pope
and the Puseyite clergy in a common denunciation
addressed to the Bishop of Durham. Amid much
confusion he brought in a Bill forbidding the
assumption of territorial titles by the Pope's new
Bishops, and annulling all gifts or bequests made
to them under such titles. The second provision,
which alone mattered, had to be withdrawn. The
first provision became law, but was never obeyed,
and has since been repealed. Ministers and people

* Ashley, Life of Palmcrston, vol. il, p. 15.